THE   PROGRESS   OF   REBUILDING
view, but, whichever opinion one accepts, Papillon appears to
clinch the argument against an inflow of fresh funds. 'Capital*,
he declared, 'was much impaired by the fire, being taken up in
rebuilding/ If new supplies had flowed in from Holland the
shortage would not have been acute. Finance was not a dry
ditch set between the dispossessed and his new habitation. The
springs were there, but the waters had not depth enough to
float both trade and rebuilding. Rebuilding did not suffer,
trade did, and the moral would appear to be that the Dutch
did not come in to make good the deficiency.
Rebuilding was helped in other and less obvious ways.
Its progress was a matter of public concern, urged as a duty
by spiritual as well as by secular authority. Samuel Rolle
devised sermons to that sole end and delivered them week by
week through the year I668.1 Others did the same, stressing
the moral of the Fire and proclaiming the need to rebuild.
The rich were exhorted to lend, landlords to grant fair terms,
workmen to labour hard, and suppliers of materials to wrong
themselves rather than others. Rebuilding was extolled as a
work of honour and proved to be one of profit. Litigation
was deprecated, moderation advised. Fair minded and
balanced, such sermons, if Rolle's congregation attended for
guidance as well as for gaping, must have taken some effect.
The Fire Court did its share, and the author of The City
and Country Purchaser and Builder* had good reason to dedicate
his manual to its judges. Their patience was inexhaustible.
They unravelled tangles, cut knots, and guided the irrational
towards reason, but the purport of each decree was fixed in
advance. Litigants left them relieved of disputes and diffi-
culties, but under firm obligation to build, and tied by a time-
table to do so. They were scrupulous in all things, but, if
equity was their compass, rebuilding was their pole star.
The slump in values, though disastrous to hard hit owners
brought its own drastic remedy. Venturers* appetites were
1 London's Resurrection (1668).
2 Stephen Primatt. The date of the dedication is October 1667.
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